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Minor, the Sorbonical, and the Major. On the
last day of December, 1749, six months after
his admission to the Sorbonne, he was elected
Prior. The priorship was an honor rendered
to distinguished young men, and to the sons of
illustrious parents. The Prior was the chair-
man of the assemblies, where it was his privi-
lege and his duty to pronounce discourses in
Latin, usually upon religious subjects. Turgot
presided for the first time on the idth of May,
i/5O> when the Abb6 Morellet, who was to be-
come his life-long friend and his passionate
admirer, was admitted to take his final exami-
nations ; and again on the 13th of August, when
Morellet was made a fellow of the society.

Thus, from 1743 to 1750, Turgot had un-
remittingly pursued theological studies; and
these studies, with the exercises which formed
their necessary complement, had ripened his
mind to a very remarkable degree. " In order
to win distinction in theological exercises," says
Morellet, " some talent was requisite, and some
adroitness in singling out and answering objec-
tions. Turgot often used to say, smilingly,
' My dear Abbe", it is only we who have dis-
puted for the master's degree who know what
it is to reason exactly.'"

Turgot read two Latin dissertations, one at
the opening and the other at the close of thehehe king in-
